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THE COMMUNITY

McHenry County, lllinois (population 320,000) is
located in the northwest region of the Chicago met-
ropolitan area. With a blend of rural and suburban
living, McHenry County offers a change of pace from
the urban environment. Whether looking for

a place to raise a family or build a business,
McHenry County has something to offer to
everyone.

Over 30 communities offer year -round rec-
reational activities including hiking, biking

and exploring over 20,000 acres of conser-

vation land as well as all or part of 3 state

parks and natural areas. Abundant water
recreation is available on the Fox River as it

winds its way through the eastern portion of the
county. Family friendly attractions and events wel-
come visitors in all seasons and the arts abound
throughout McHenry County.

With easy access to Interstate 90, the County has
become one of the fastest -growing counties in the
State of lllinois. From 2000 to 2008, the County has
grown an estimated 22%.

McHENRY COUNTY
GOVERNMENT

With the rapid growth of the County, the govern-
ment center is constantly growing and changing to
meet the needs of the citizens. McHenry County of-
fers a wide variety of services including:

Stormwater Management

Community and Economic Development
Programs

Highway Maintenance

Health and Welfare Services

Court System

Law Enforcement/Jail

Nursing Home

Animal Control

McHenry County Government operates under
the lllinois County Code and related Acts for
non -home rule counties.

There are eight independently elected officials,

the Judiciary, and a twenty -four member County
Board, elected from multiple -member dis-
tricts. An Administrator appointed by the
County Board carries out policy directives
and oversees the day -to-day operations of
County services.

There are twenty -seven operating depart-

ments. Those managed by the elected offi-

cials include the Auditor, Clerk of the Cir-

cuit Court, Coroner, County Clerk, Re-
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urer. The remaining departments are managed
by appointed Department Heads reporting to
the County Administrator or other policy
making bodies established by law.

The County has a reputation for utilizing sound
management practices across its broad range of
operations and is in a strong financial position.
For example, it has received the Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Report-
ing from the Government Finance Officers Asso-
ciation. Additionally, the County annually devel-
ops a strategic plan, providing a road map for
the County on priorities for the future.

McHenry County prides itself on its progressive
approach to County government. In Fiscal Year
2009, County services will be provided by a
staff of approximately 1,400 utilizing a total
budget of just over $243 million. The facilities

of the McHenry County Government are very im-
pressive and have grown with the increasing
county population. In the past decade, the
County has completely remodeled and ex-
panded its Health Department, Courthouse and
Jail, and built a new County Administration
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Office and Animal Control.

6WDWH:-V $WW

WKH &RXQW\ 1XUVLQJ +



